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Jessie M. Dell 


i | _ First and only woman to. have been appointed a member of the 
United States Civil Service Commission, Jessie M. Dell says that 
so-called protective labor laws for women lower the standard of 
women in employment. Reali protection, she contends, would be a 
Yecognition of the right of women to an “equal chance for the higher 
jobs which they do not have either in government or private business.” 
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OF THK WOMAN'S PARTY 


‘The ebjeet of this organization shall be 

to secure for wemen complete equality 

with men onder the law and in all human 
relationships. 


LOCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 

“Nicn and women shall have Equal Righis 

throughout the United States and every 
place subject to jurisdiction,” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 


Peng Joint Resolution Number 52] 
louse Joint Resolution Number 55] 


Introduced in the Senate June 4, 1929, 
by Senator P, North Dakota. 
Introduced in the House January 11, 1932, 


by Louis Luptow, 
Indiana. 


Equal: Rights 


In Union Lies Victory 


| N THE J UNE 18 issue of Equat Ricuts it was pointed out that, if women 


wish to speedily win their fight for freedom, they must avail themselves, 
as men do when a political issue is at stake, of the power of organization. 
It is a well-known fact that, without organization, a political party, even 


though its candidates were archangels, would be able to accomplish nothing... 


Professor Munro and other students of American government hold that the 
strength of a political party, like that of a pyramid, lies in its oe 
that is, in the wards and precincts. 

A party that is well-organized, in other words, not only has a leader or 
boss in every ward, but also has a dependable factotum in every precinct, and 
the precinct leaders may even have lesser agents in each block. | 

These block men, so to speak, know. exactly how many votes they can ‘count 
upon in any election.. Through them precinet and ward leaders keep tab on 
numbers, and through these again the “higher ups” are kept informed, so 
that the man at the peak of the pyramid, who is very often the chairman of 
the State Central Committee—if the organization under him is thorough, 


loyal and efficient—can pretty fairly —— his party’s vee at any 


stage of a political contest. 

Women have been enfranchised long ak to be familiar with these | 
things, but Feminists, probably because of their intensely idealistic slant, 
have overlooked the fact that political parties are huge machines that work 
with machine-like precision and that those who would do battle with them 
can do so only by building up a machine of their own with superior strength 
and numbers. Nothing on this wide earth is more Peace than a machine 
politician. 

While holding on to their women acquaint with 


the practical side of politics. Sentiment for equality and justice has never 


been more widespread. What is needed now is to draw it together, to erystal-. 
lize it, to make women conscions of their. eet and to organize them to. 
effectively use it, 


“Wings Over Europe” 


HIS is the title of what was quite recently a new play, sek 80 quickly 
is thought transmitted and events — in this amazing age that its 
ideology is already old. 

Viewed from another angle, however, it is anatredy new, for the wings of 
the frail craft that bore Amelia Earhart across the Atlantic have likewise 
broken through the “barriers of’ the tradition that women are helpless,” so 
that Feminism, as pointed out by Eunice Fuller Barnard in a recent article 
in the New York Times Magazine, “now battles on a new front”—not a geo- 
graphical front, but one that exists in the realm of ideas. Nor has the battle 
just begun. It has been going on for centuries, only it sometimes takes a 
sign like that written by Earhart in the skies pe bring mankind toa realiza- 
tion that a new day is about to dawn. 

But even geographically speaking, the Feminist front is  far- flung, scabies 
today from the rising to the setting sun. While Alice Paul battles at Geneva 
to free the women of the world from the shackles of unjust nationality laws, 


- Feminists of Asia, Europe and the Americas are urging the expunging of — 


discriminations against women from the statute books of the nations. 

The line from Shakespeare, “How far that little candle throws its beams,” 
comes to mind again and again as one goes back into history and thinks. of 
individual tapers lighted by Hypatia, Mary Wollstonecraft, Margaret Brent, 
Lucretia Mott, Susan B. Anthony, and then considers how widely the light of 
Feminism is being diffused today through the efforts of Alice Paul at Geneva. 

Alice Paul .... Earhart .... the crowded meeting of the Austrian 
Woman’s Party, only two years old, in the palace of Francis Joseph.... 
surely the day is at hand when the wings of the new freedom will beat down 
the last barriers of injustice to women throughout the world. | 
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July 16, 1932 


E must choose not the pale 
moon-rays of expediency, but 
the bright sunlight of justice!” 
declared Gail Laughlin in her eloquent 
and stirring opening address as Director 
of the Conference on the Regulation of 
Womens ¥/ork by Law which she con- 
ducted at the Instituic of Public Affairs 
of the University of Virginia on July 6 
and 7. 

That high nofe was 


66 


was constantly sounded 


throughout the two days discussion, pro 


and con, of the history and effect of such 
regulation, 

Miss Lanughlin’s opening address on 
July 6 dealt with the “History of Regu- 
lation.” With thirty years’ campaigning 
for industrial equality behind her, a 
proud record beginning with her advo- 
cacy of Equal Rights for employed women 
while an expert agent for the United 
States Industrial Commission more than 
a quarter of a century ago, Miss Laughlip 
recounted how the walls of legislation 
have slowly but persistently been closing 
in upon women, limiting their field of 
labor and their opportunity for advance- 
ment. 

“The history of the progress of women,” 
she said, “is the story of woman’s attempt 
to break into the human race!” | 


Rebekah Greathouse, of New Jersey, — 


Assistant United States Attorney, and 
officer of the National Association of 


Women Lawyers, laid further foundation 


for the discussion of the whole question 
by showing how constitutional guarantees 


have been held not to apply to women, 


since women are not considered ag “per- 
sons” in the meaning of the United States 
Constitution. Mrs. Greathouse explained 
the background of tradition and prejudice 
which have resulted in the failure to ap- 
ply the equal-protection-of-the-laws clause 
of the Fourteenth Amendment to women; 
and said that test cases should be taken 
to the United States Supreme Court year 
after year until the principle that women 
are persons and entitled to constitutional 


guarantees be made a princi iple of gov- 


ernment. 
Discussion on the points involved in 


the presentation of the case occupied the 


open forum which completed the day’s 
program, with Lucy Randolph Mason, of 
the National Consumers’ League, Ruth 
Hastings, of the National League of 
Women Voters, Maud Younger, of the 
National Woman’s Party, and Nora 
Houston, of the National Council of 
Catholic Women, taking a leading part. 
Interpretation of the court rulings as 
well as the advisability or inadvisability 
of restrictive legislation was discussed 
from the floor. 

On July 7, Miss Lanughlin’s opening ad- 
dress dealt with court decisions regard- 


ing a woman’s right to choose her own. 


work and working hours. Early decisions, 
it was pointed out, were to the effect 
that restrictions in such matters were 
unconstitutional, as denying women equal 
protection of the law. Under later 
decisions, when women had begun enter- 
ing the economic field in greater numbers 
and were competing with men in an open 


field, she showed how restrictions were 


held constitutional as an exercise of the 


police power “for the good of the race 


because of women’s maternal function.” 

“It ig a fact that more men are color 
blind than women,” Miss Laughlin stated. 
“In these days of heavy traffic, the ability 
to distinguish between red and green is 
important. Should we therefore deny 
all men licenses to drive automobiles,” 
she queried logically, “or should we deny 
the license instead to all persons who are 


color blind?” Defining the police power 


of the State, she called upon Burnita 
Shelton Matthews, recently appointed by 
the International Labor Office of the 
League of Nations to its Correspondence 
Committee on Women’s Work, to explain 
the scope and a of the police 


power. 


“If the welfare of women and the wel- 
fare of their children is, indeed, the con- 


sideration,” Miss Laughlin asked, “why 
does not the State limit the heavy work 


and long hours of women in the home? 
What is the reasonable basis of pro- 
hibiting, as some States do, a woman’s 
carrying a ten-pound weight upstairs, 
while taking no steps to prevent her lug- 
ging about a 24-pound baby?” | 
Mrs. Matthews defined class legislation, 


- and told how women had been made its 


victims in the industrial world. Not sex, 
she said, bnt actual conditions, should be 


made the basis of restrictive laws; and 


she enumerated the instances of group 
after group of wage-earning women who 
had been thrown out of work by restric- 
tive labor laws ostensibly drawn up for 
their benefit. Some groups had been 
exempted, she said, but the hardship for 
those as yet unable to secure exemption 
is great. She showed how the American 


Federation of Labor had been the great | 


proponent of such laws, and how, during 
the past year, attempted restrictive legis- 
lation further limiting women’s industrial 
opportunities, had been defeated, through 


the efforts of women, in State after State. 


Miss Hastings and Miss Mason spoke in 
rebuttal, and Miss Mason led the discus- 
sion on the next topic, “The Protection 
of the Race as a Basis for the Restriction 
of Women’s Work,” with a fervent plea 
for protective laws applying to women. 
She expressed the hope that such laws 
would eventually be extended to men also, 
and declared they help lift the standards 
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Gail Laughlin Con — Inspiring Conference 


for both men and women in any case, 


Her talk gave rise to the question as to 
what scientific investigations there have 
been of the effects of industrial conditions 
on women, as distinguished from men, 
under identical conditions. 

“We cannot take a woman who works 
eight hours in a factory and then eight 
hours at household duties in the home, 
and compare her with a man who works 
eight hours in the factory and is waited 
upon while at home,” Miss Laughlin said. 
The mooted question of the relative effect 
of lead poisoning on women and on men 
in the lead paint industry was brought 
up, and statistics produced to prove that 
the effect upon men was even more dele- 
terious than upon women under the same 
conditions, so that men are in greater 
need of protection in that field. Night 
work was also argued with enthusiastic 
conviction, with Miss Mason, Miss Hast- 
ings, E. Jeffries Heinrich of the Virginia 


_ League of Women Voters, and Miss Hous- 


ton declaring for the abolition of night- 
work for women; while Mrs. Harvey W. 
Wiley, National Chairman of the Wom- 
an’s Party, Mrs. Matthews, Miss Younger, 
Mabel Van Dyke, and Muna Lee, Director 
of the Bureau of International Relations 
of the University f Puerto Rico, advo- 


_ eated the abolition of night work for 
both men and women or for neither. — 


Questions and answers brought out the 
fact that there is no gcientific evidence 
that the health and welfare of children 


_ depend more upon a healthy mother than 


upon a healthy father. “The matter is 
one of concepts versus facts,” Miss Laugh- 
lin stated tersely. She left with the audi- 
ence for consideration the further ques- 
tion as to whether, if the protection of 


the health and welfare of the race is 


supreme above individual choice, restric- 
tive laws should not extend to all acts 
which menace the health and welfare of 
offspring: college athletics, for instance, 
and mountain climbing; practically all — 
hazardous occupations, and certainly the 
intensive study which leads to success -in 
professional life. 

The final discussion, carried on as an 
open forum, with previous speakers and 
audience taking part, dealt with “the ef- 
fect of laws which restrict the work of 
women”; the effect of restriction, that is, — 
on the employment of women, in executive 
and other positions; on the wages of 
women; and on the position of women 
generally as members of the body politic. 

Mrs. Wiley closed the discussion and 
the session with a fine outspoken plea for 
opportunity instead of protection, and 
paid a glowing tribute to Gail Laughlin, 


Director of the Conference, as a Feminist 


who had planted the standard high for 
all women. 
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Equal Riche | 


Austria Has Strong Equal Rights Group 


netka, Illinois, member of the 
Woman’s Party Committee on In- 
ternational Relations, who is at present 
assisting at the Committee’s Geneva 


| OLA MAVERICK LLOYD of Win-. 


. Headquarters, has returned from a visit © 


to Vienna, where she represented the Com- 


Iittee at the annual meeting of the 


Woman’s Party of Austria. — 
The Austrian Woman’s Party was 
formed two years ago, largely through 


the efforts of Margaret Whittemore of - 


California, who is also a member of the 
Woman’s Party Committee on Inter- 
national Relations. The aims and pro- 
gram of the Austrian Woman’s Party 
are similar to those of the Woman’s Party 


- of the United States. It works for Equal 


Rights for women in Austria, and also 


‘supperis aii international efforts for 


Equal Rights. It is the only purely 


‘Feminist organization in Austria. Its 


official organ, Das Wort der Frau, is 
similar to the paper Equa Rteuts, pub- 


lished by the Woman’s Party of the _ 
United States. 


Upon her return to Genana. Mrs. Lloyd 
made the following report: 
“Tt was a crowded annual meeting of 


the Austrian Woman’s Party that I at-— 


tended early in June in a splendid hall 
where an immense portrait of the old 
emperor dominates the scene. My guide 
was Frau Aszkanasy, who specializes, out- 
side her artistic home, in running a 
Woman’s School of Politics. Every seat 
was taken, but her prompt energy sum- 
moned two chairs from somewhere and 
we were installed close to the platform. 

“T am sure Francis Joseph, in his flow- 
ing red velvet and ermine, never looked 
down before from his gorgeous gold frame 
on such a scene! Women filled all the 
reguiar seats and the aisics, tov, anti 
stood against the wall and out into the 
corridors. Well-dressed but business-like 


their midst sat the black, stooped figure 


of Marianne Hainisch .with her little 
Queen Victoria bonnet, She is nearly 
ninety-four and still. “keen for women’s 
rights and peace. 

“Helene Granitsch, whose genius or- 
ganized the party in two years, spoke 


first, including in her stirring appeal for © 
-all the reforms so dear to us a cordial 


welcome to me as the visiting representa- 


tive of the National Woman’s Party of 
the United States. She feels particnu- 


larly indebted to the Woman’s Party for 
Margaret Whittemore’s help in founding 
the Austrian Woman’s Party. . Everyone 
I met asked affectionately after Miss 
Whittemore. 

“Frau Granitsch gave the chair to Frau 
Hainiscu who stood up to speak and was 
listened to for many minutes in Complete 
silence, almost reverently. She too ad- 
dressed a greeting to me and I arose and 
bowed. Then followed innumerable ,re- 
ports of women’s work in all the Vienna 
districts, Frau Hainisch rising just a 


moment before each report ended so as 


to announce without delay the next 
speaker—a most prompt chairman! The 


Austrian women can well be proud of the | 
rapid development and good work of their | 


big Woman’s Party! 

“Frau Granitsch would like to see more 
international co-operation between wom- 
en’s parties and encourages the founda- 
tion of such groups where they do not 
already exist. She told me this in her 
own home where I enjoyed an intimate 


family luncheon. One of her daughters 
is a doctor of law and speaks fluent Eng- 


lish. 

“T was also pitvileaed to meet Marianne 
Hainisch in her own picturesque little 
house with its courtyard garden and her 
devoted old servitors. She spoke English 
toe me and only reverted to her own lan- 
guage when addressing Frau Olga Misar, 


the well-known pacifist who took. me to 
women occupied the platform, and in — 


see her. What a remarkable womazx !> She 


told me, when I congratulated her on her. 


chairmanship of the meeting, that she 
had been speaking in. public since 1870. 
But her activity at the meeting must have 


tired her, for she kept to her ehair—apolo-_ 


gizing. She told us how long she had to 
work to get a high school for girle—30 
years! She enjoyed the discovery that 
Frau Misar had been in one of the first 
classes at that school and had all her life 


been grateful for her opportunity, It 


was a thrilling half hour listening to her 
reminiscences of Baroness von Suttner 
and Carnegie and other pacifists. She 
remembered Rosika Schwimmer, who be- 
gan so young in public work, and her 
uncle, Herr Katscher, who collaborated 
with von Suttner for peace. 


“Frau Hainisch keeps up with current 
international events as well as all ques- 


tions relating especially to women, She 


saw no immediate hope of disarmament 
but said she would rejoice if her country 


took the lead in peace action. Her re- 
peated message was: ‘Tell the American 
women to keep on working. Social reform 
is slow, but I have lived long enough to 


see much progress in my own life time.’ ” 


Frau Hainisch, who has been the presi- 
dent of the Woman’s Party since it was 
founded, resigned the presidency at the 
annual meeting and Frau Granitsch, first 
vice-president, was elected to succeed her. 
Frau Granitsch is a member of the Wom- 
en’s Consultative. Committee on Nation- 
ality created by the Council of the League 
of Nations. 

One of the principal subjects discussed 
at the annual meeting of the Austrian 


Woman’s Party was The Hague Nation- 


ality Convention. The organization has 
made every effort to prevent the ratifica- 
tion. of this convention by Austria. A 
bill, which is now before the Austrian 
Parliament, to remove some of the dis- 


-criminations against women in the Aus- 


trian nationality law is receiving the ac- 


tive support of the Woman’s wey of 


Austria. 


Urges Fair Play in Civil Service 


no distinction between men and 

women when holding examinations 
for procuring lists of persons eligible for 
appointment to various places in the Gov- 
ernment.- So far as the Commission is 
concerned, a woman may enter an exami- 
nation for blacksmith if she wants to, 
and if she meets the Commission’s tests, 
her name will be placed upon the register 
of eligibles. But the . .. Commission 
always includes in its circulars announc- 


T. HE Civil Service Commission makes 


ing examinations a statement that the 


department or office requesting a certifi- 


Radio: Aiden Deliveted Recently ‘by 


Jessie M. Dell, United States Civil 
Service Commissioner, Over Station 


~ WMAL in Washington, D. C. 


cation of eligibles has the legal right to 
specify the sex desired. 

Thus it may happen—in fact, it fre- 
quently does happen—that in making cer- 
tifications for filling vacancies, the Com- 
mission must pass over the names of 
women who are highest of all, in order to 
meet the request for men only. It is pos- 
sible for a woman to make a magnificent 


/ showing in an examination and then see 
& man who made a poor showing get the | 


job. To meet the situation, the Commis- 


sion is comypelled to divide the eligibie — 
‘registers as to sex. 
In my opinion, there is but one just 


ground for the determination of distribu- 
tion of jobs, and that is the ground of 
ability to do the work. I believe that no 
government, federal or State or local, has 
a right to say that an appointing officer 
may specify a man for a particular job 
which can be done equally well by a man 
or a woman; and I believe, further, that 
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the question of marriage has nothing 
whatever to do with the matter, I do not 


ask for any special consideration for 


women; I do ask that women be given an 


equal opportunity, with men, and that if 


conditions arise under which dismissals 
must be made, the loss fall upon men 
and women alike. 


Of course, there are which 


may be filled more acceptably by men 
than by women, and vice versa. There is 
ample authority under the rules to take 
care of any such contingency. The Fed- 
eral Industrial Institution for Women at 
Alderson, W. Va., for example, should 
have women as employes, as the 
guards and similar employes at the At- 
lanta or the Leavenworth Penitentiary 
should be men. Mechanical jobs at navy 
yards and arsenals, and other such places, 
should be filled by men; advisers to girls 
in the Indian Service should be women, 
and so on. 

There is nothing whatever in the way of 
placing women in the federal civil service 
where women should be employed, or of 
placing men where men should be em- 


ployed. The experience required in most 


examinations would largely take care of 
the situation, and if it did not, the author- 
ity of the Civil Service Commission to 
sustain objections to eligibles on the 
ground of unsuitability for a particular 
job could be exercised. But in the ma- 
of Government man 


Urge Rejection of Hague Convention | 
“WO delegations of American women 
have recently called upon Senator 
Swanson at his headquarters in the Hotel 
des Bergues, Geneva, Switzerland, to urge 
his support, as a leading member of the 
United States Senate, of the proposed 
Equal Rights reservation to the World 
Court resolution now before the Senaie. 
Senator Swanson, who is in Geneva as a 
member of the American delegation to 


the Disarmament Conference, received the — 
delegations with courtesy and interest, 


but replied that he was not prepared to 
support the proposed equality reservation 
because he believed that it would be im- 
possible to persuade the countries of Eu- 
rope to accept such a reservation. 

Both delegations to Senator Swanson 
represented the Committee on Interna- 
tional Relations of the National Woman’s 
Party of the United States. The first 
delegation was composed of Alice Paul, 
chairman of the Committee on Interna- 
tional Relations of the Woman’s Party; 
Lola Maverick Lloyd of Winnetka, Dlh- 
nois, member of the Committee on Inter- 
national Relations; and Mrs. Charles 
Henry White of San Francisco. The sec- 


ond delegation was led by Lillian von 


or a woman can serve equally well, and 


for all such employments I contend that 


women should have an equal chance with 
men in the contpetition. 

I hold that the civil service rule which 
provides for separate registers of men and 


women should be changed, but I stand 


alone in this among the three members of 
the Civil Service Commission. 


I believe that all the to-do we hear 


about. married women is just an excuse 
to strike a blow at women generally. I 


believe that labor laws said to be for the 


protection of women do not really pro- 
tect but lower the standard of women in 
employment. Why should women want 
to be “protected” by labor standards dif- 


ferent from those for men? Why should 


women want anything but equality? In 
fact they don’t, A real protection would 
be a recognition of the right of women to 
an equal chance for the higher jobs, which 


they do not have either in Government or. 


private business. 
And to say that a married woman shall 


not be employed by Government if her 


husband is so employed is nothing short 
of absurd. It would be as sensible to say 


that two brothers, or two sisters, or father 


and son, shall not be employed by Goy- 
ernment. The right of the individual to 


open competition is altogether lost sight 


of. To deny employment to women on 
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upon marriage, and, therefore, is opposed 


to good public policy. With the greater 
freedom of women, a greater responsi- 
bility rests upon them. Women should be 
trained not only to work but also to make 
intelligent selection of public servants to 
work for them, Women, as well as men, 
should manifest an interest in public af- 
fairs, national and. local. There never 
was a greater necessity for leaders than 
exists today. There never will be the right 
kind of leadership until the rank and file 
of citizens awaken to a full realization of 
their responsibilities. 

There is a growing disrespect for law 
as law. There is a growing lack of con- 
fidence in the individual law maker or law 
enforcer, and we are confusing the indi- 
vidnal with the law. When I speak of 
law enforcement, I do not mean the pro- 
hibition law alone; I mean all law. 

Women have exactly the same respon- 
sibility in matters of citizenship that men 
have. Good citizenship and good govern- 
ment are inseparable. Citizenship can 
not be good citizenship unless it under- 
stands the purposes of government and 
has due respect for constituted authority. 
Government can not be good government 
unless it has proper regard for the rights 
of citizenship. Each depends upon the 


other. Each strengthens or weakens the 


other. Both elements give as well as re- 
ceive. Government, federal, state, and 
local, will be all that we want it to be 


the ground of marriage places a penalty. —wher 


from the F 


Matsch of Washington and Vienna, also 
a member of the Committee on [nterna- 


tional Relations, and Lola Maverick 
Lloyd. Among the group composing the 
second delegation were Helena Dudley of 
Boston, Dora William of Boston, Mary | 


Lloyd of Winnetka, [linois, Emma James 
of Chicago, and Mrs. Reigh Utley of Chi- 
cago, 
The members of the delegations empha- 
sized to Senator Swanson their dissatis- 
faction with The Hague Nationality Con- 
vention designed to form the opening sec- 
tion of the proposed world code of law 
to be adminisiered by the World Court. 
They pointed out in detail the discrimi- 
nations against women in this convention. 
Senator Swanson replied that he was not 
greatly interested in The Hague Nation- 
ality Convention because international 
marriages were not at all popular with 
him, Patriotic folks in both countries, 
he said, were suspicious of such couples 
and in war time they would be considered 
spies. “No real man,” continued Senator 
Swanson, “would give way to your 
wishes just to be popular. I have got to 
stand firm. I am an obstinate fellow 
with glue on my feet. You wouldn’t want 


a Senator who had soap on the soles of 
his shoes, would you?” — 

In concinsion, Senator Swanson said 
that he was so strong for the World 
Court that he was not willing to delay 
United States entry by a single reserva- 
tion. The delegations reminded him that 
he had himself been the leader in the move- 
ment to secure the adoption by the United 


_ States Senate of the five reservations al- 


ready accepted by the Senate. They 


- pointed out that, however important the 


other reservations might be, the equality 


reservation now proposed was the only 


ohne involving a great principle. They 
urged that, since he was willing to delay 
the entry of the United States into the 
World Court for the sake of the other 
reservations, it seemed that he ought not 
tc hesitate over a possible further delay 
for the sake of a principle as great as 
that at stake in the proposed equality 
reservation. 

The women ended with the statement 
that many of them favored the adherence 
of the United States to the World Court, 
but that they thought that justice to 
women was worth a few years’ delay, if 
hecessary. They expected no delay, how- 
ever. The rest of the world, they said, 
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was so anxious to have the United States 
join that foreign governments would 


. promptly drop the unfair Hague Conven- 


tion if the United States insisted upon 
the Equality Reservation. In this way 
American women could help all other 
women and bring nearer the day of world- 
wide equality and justice. 


Eliza Ichenhaeuser Dies in Berlin 
EADERS of Eoquat Ricurs will learn 
with deep regret of the recent death, 
at her home in Berlin, of Eliza Ichen- 


haeuser, outstanding Feminist and one of . 


the most progressive spirits in modern 
Germany. A beautiful tribute to her 
memory by Klara Hofer appears in the 
April number of the magazine of the 
“Deutscher Lyceum-Club.” 
| 
Florence Bayard -Hilles Presides at 
Convention Supper 


LORENCE BAYARD HILLES, Dela- 
ware State chairman and national 
vice-chairman of the Woman’s Party, pre- 
sided at the buffet-supper at Alva Bel- 
mont House on Friday evening, July 7, 
when Gail Laughlin interpreted the party 
platforms from the Feminist standpoint, 


and Burnita Shelten Matthews, Caroline 


Giltinan Harlow, and Muna Lee made re- 
ports upon the Democratic and Repub- 
lican Conventions. Mrs. Matthews told 
of hearing before the Repub- 


fesolutions..Committee, with Mrs, affected in any way other than to guar- 
Rotter, Mrs. Mrs. Speel, and 


herself presenting the Equal Rights 
plank; Mrs. Harlow gave a gay and witty 
account of the convention from the stand- 
point of the equality campaigner; and 
Muna Lee recounted the Woman’s Party 
appearance before the Democratic Resolu- 
tions Committee, with Mrs, Delin, Mrs. 
Harlow, and herself speaking on behalf 
of the Equal Rights plank. 


Miss Laughlin, analyzing the platforms 


and finding nothing in either of them 
definitely advocating Equal Rights and 


equal opportunities for women, stressed 
nevertheless the importance of the omis- 
sions; the omission of all reference to 
“protection” as applied to women alone; 
the omission of the traditional phrase, 
“women and children”; the omission of 
any patronizing reference to women 
which, by implication, placed them in a 
class apart. That, she concluded, is a 
definite gain; it shows how far the cam- 
paign of public education in Feminism 
has advanced. Women, no longer classed 
as children, are on the way to Sccmmning 
persons in the = mind. 


Laws Should Protect Adults, Not Women 
Alone 


ESOLUTIONS favoring the passage 
of the Equal Righis Amendment te 
the Federal Constitution, and asserting 
that the amendment, if adopted, will only 


nullify unjust discriminations against 


self-supporting women but will not abro- 


gate protective laws applying to men and 
women alike, were recently passed by the 
Business Women’s Legislative Council of 
California of which Sue Brobst is presi- 
dent. 


The resolutions read: 
Wuergas, the 1932 Convention of the 


California Federation of Women’s Clubs 
has gone on record as opposed to the 
study and investigation of the proposed 
Kqual Rights Amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the United States by its member 
clubs, and 


WHEREAS, ‘the was bain 


upon the supposition that ratification of 


the amendment would take away protéc- 
tive labor legislation for women, and that 


such ratification would require States 


to have the same protective labor laws, 

Whereas, these suppositions are un- 
true, since ratification would only be a 
mandate to the States to equalize their 
laws and would leave with them the privi- 
lege of retaining all present protective 
labor laws and of adding as many more 
as are wanted, provided they are ex- 
tended to all adult persons who must 
compete for a livelihood in any economic 
field, and. 


Wusasas, states rights would nov be 


antee to both men and women equal pro- 
tection under whatever given laws any 
State might wish for itself, and , 


_ Wuernas, the Business Women’s Legis- 
lative Council of California has endorsed 


the proposed Lucretia Mott Amendment 


-as the most effective and logical method 


of bringing about labor legislation in each 
State that is fair and just to both men 


and women by applying such labor laws - 


to persons, instead of women only, and - 
- Wuereas, because of lack of time for 
discussion at the convention, little was 
said relative to the hundreds of laws 


handed down from past centuries and. 
still on our statute books which discrimi- 


nate against women in the home and in 


property rights, and 


Wuereas, the Business Women’s Legis- 
lative Council of California has confidence 
in the women of California in general and 
in the women of clubs federated with the 


California Federation of women’s clubs 


in particular, that they are women of 
intelligence, capable of weighing facts 
impartially and justly when such facts 
are placed before them; now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Business Women’s 
Legislative Council of California offer to 
the presidents of the California Federa- 
tion of Women’s Clubs any information 
or data it may have to assist the club 
memberships in studying and in investi- 


Equal Rights. 


gating the question that confronts men 
and women in the State of California, in 
the United States and in some forty coun- 
tries of the world, that is, “equal legal 


rights for men and women”; be it further 


Resolved, That Mrs. E. E. Smith of 
Orange County be gratefully commended 
for presenting and courageously defend- 
ing the Equal Rights Amendment before 
the convention; also that appreciation be 
extended to the Santa Barbara delegation, 
under the able leadership of Margaret 
Whittemore; and be it further | 


Resolved, That a copy of this resolution 


be mailed to each president of clubs fed- 


erated with the California Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, respectfully -requesting it 
to be read at her next club meeting, and if 
possible immediately convent 


. reports; and be it further — 


Resolved, That a copy of this: 
tion be mailed to presidents of clubs in 
the California Federation of Business 
and Professional Women’s Clubs, Cali- 
fornia League of Business and Profes- 
sional Women’s Clubs, the Soroptimist, 
Zonta and Altrusa Clubs of California, in 
order that they may be familiar with the 
action and desire of the Business Wom- 
en’s Legislative Council of California for 
a general educational campaign through- 
out the State of California on the ques- 
tion of Equal Rights for men and women 


“qnroughout the United States. 


Again We Thank You, Mr. McAdoo 
\NE stalwart in the Democratic ranks 
who is outspokenly for Equal Rights 
is William G. McAdoo, who was a member 
of the Platform Committee at the Na- 
tional Democratic Convention. A posi- 
tive “Certainly” was Mr. McAdoo’s reply 
when asked whether “all” in the phrase 
“Equal Rights to all” in the platform 
meant women, - 


But Mr. McAdoo’s support of the sit 
ciple of Equal Rights long antedated that 


incident, as the following letters testify: 


June 12, 1932. 
Mr. William G. McAdoo, 
649 S. Olive Street, 
Los Angeles, California. 


My Dear Mr. McApoo: 


I am writing to you on behalf of the 
National Woman’s Party to ask that you 
use your best efforts as California mem- 


ber of the platform committee of the 


Democratic Party to have the following 
plank included in the platform: 


“The National Democratic Party stands 
for Equal Rights between men and women. 
It therefore endorses the proposed amend- 
ment to the national constitution: 

“*Men and women shall have Equal 
Rights throughout the United States and 
every place subject to its jurisdiction’.” 

Tn 1924 in New York at the Democratic 
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July 16, 1932 


Convention, I remember with gratifica- 
tion that you were the only Presidentiai 


candidate progressive enough to give me 


a statement for the National Woman’s 
Party in which you endorsed the principle 
of Equal Rights between men and women. 
Hoping for yotr co-operation at the 
1982 convention and with sincere per- 
sonal regards to you, I am, 
Appreciatively yours, 
GENEVIEVE ALLEN, 
State Chairman, 
California Branch; 
National Woman’s Party. 


To this Mr, McAdoo replied : 


Transamerica Building, 
Los Angeles, California. 
14, 1932. 
Dear Mrs. ALLEN: 
I have your letter of the 12th instant 
and shall be glad to bring to the attention 
of the platform committee the suggestions 
contained therein. 


As you say, I have always believed in 


the principle of Equal Rights between 
men and women, 
‘With kind regards, I am 
Cordially yours, 
(Signed) W. G. McApoo, 
Mrs. Genevieve Allen, 
965 Union BSt., 
San Francisco, Calif. 


Food for Thought 
OMEN are not fully conscious of 


their power according to this writer 


whose stimulating letter, indicating how 
she thinks Equal Rights can be won, we 
print in full: 
| 1205 E. Lowell Ave., 
Tucson, Ariz. 


National Woman’s Party, 


19 W. Chase St., 


Baltimore, Md. 


Dear FRIENDS: 

On editorial page of June 18th issue 
you call for organization. 

The Republican Party with tongue in 
cheek, and for policy, gave women the 
vote. It would embarrass Democrats and 
halt the further of them- 
selves. 


The management of the Woman’s Party,, 


with some of the same policy, has been 
more friendly to Republicans as being 
in control. I hold no brief for Democrats. 
I really stand for neither, believing that 
only through government contro! of in- 
dustry can management be reduced to 
such profits as it can consume, as it is this 
excess of production over consumption 


that fills warehouses and stops produc- — 


tion—foreign nations now endeavoring to 
export as much or more than they import. 

T mention these notions of mine because 
I cannot conceive of your being able to 
organize women to eye coldly their an- 
cient love, whatever party they inherited, 


cerned by them in the news. 


the House of Representatives. 


since we are of all beliefs and shades of 
same, or of little at all. The fact that 
industry and politics are one, is not dis- 


economic education and, to prevent that, 
bridge was first-page news. You are likely 
fortunate in the ones you meet. Try meet- 
ing the “rank and file.” If it is your idea 
to organize the elect, the literary, and 
the politicians, that is, those who would 
like fairer treatment from men but are 
not desperate enough about it to cause 
them to view others except as a drag, a 


nuisance, or at least as inferiors—then 


must say I tried twice to endure that atti- 
tude and, until economic conditions reach 


a state that will deflate it, I can wait. 


I think you in charge have the truly 
scientific attitude, and I applaud your 
victories and feel grateful. I think the 
idea must be to cut corners and avoid the 


time and expense of a more general cam- 


paign. 


Well, may I suggest, in line with your 
‘methods, that since women have a finan- 


cial power through inheritance, that you 
organize among such as would respond 


to bring about industrial equality in the 


factories or other interests that these own 
and have a voice in. Some might put 


funds into enterprises that would pro- 


vide outlets for energy of women, not to 
mention, give them sustenance. Maga- 
zines and newspapers have articles and 
news colored against the interests of 
women, and for agencies opposed to 
women. You should appoint readers over 
the country and in the big centers to 
analyze these stories, articles, and news 
items, and show you how widespread and 
insidious this influence is. You folks have 
so much to do of such worthwhile and 
urgent importance that I can’t somehow 
imagine you reading the dope that is be- 
ing fed this nation. Let battle be made 


with their own weapons and it would get 
‘more results than pleading. Not but what 


I could sense the battle that took place 
before the Foreign Affairs Committee of 
I am so 
proud to be a woman any old time, but 
I feel I have grounds for it when I read 
of the bravery and acumen shown at such 
crises. 


Another outlet for women’s funds 
might be a non-Chinese shoe for women. 
The Chinese broke the bones of their 
women, and other nations bundle women 
up in veils or voluminous robes, or make 
them waik on stilts of shoes that break 
the arch. Try walking in them. The 
Creator was either right or wrong. A 
beautiful shoe with low or spring heel 
would emancipate women’s nerves and 
make them more able to compete indus- 
trially. 

Then the movies; if only some woman 
would back the better element in the 
movie business for movies that were not 


They need | 
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an neat upon women. [ am not a 
prude. I mean that worthy artists are 
cheapened by actually nasty parts, I 
think it would be meeting an industrial 
need and as such would succeed to take 
up these things— movies, shoes, news- 
papers and magazines. And what they 
would learn! They would find that the 
opposition would be against the purpose 
more than against the competition. But 
the market would be half of the United 


‘States, and industrial competence would 


be a voice that would get attention 
politically. 

_ There is another industry that women 
are especially adapted to, but that is be- 
ing run by men as a business. That is 
charity. To my mind, the logical way to 
meet this unemployment is to furnish em- 
ployment by which these men, wowen an 
children can work at the industries that 
would clothe and feed them. As factories 
close and farms are sold for taxes, take 
them over and put the unemployed to — 
work and let them exchange goods for 
produce. It would not cost so much to 
rent such land as it does to keep up the 
huge charity bill. Make managers of the 
unemployed, not of those unfriendly. 


Some places are doing this on a small 


scale, but I think it should be generally 
done, as private parties are getting tired 
of taking up the burden of caring for 
those who are deprived of work by the 
shutting down of mine and factory. If 
these people are shut away from means of 
livelihood, they cannot be blamed if they 
help themselves, which they would likely 
do poorly. If even now in the next three 
months it became known thai your party 
was not supplicating, hut was resorting 
to wresting from men industrial occupa- 
tions and furnishing women with occu- 
pations and all classes of unemployed 


_ with the means of self-support, it would 


be direct action that would get results 
I believe politically. Just as Russia 
pleaded for years that capitalist coun- 
tries recognize her and peacefully pene- 
trate and, failing that, went to work to 
demonstrate her ideas. The refusal was 
a blessing really. So with women. We 
will have to become as sex conscious as 
my Republican neighbor, I heard his wife 
saying, “But just here on the corner we 
can get a gallon of gasoline to start the 
ear.” And he replied, “No send for it. 
Trade with your political friends every 
time.” | 
Am I thrown out? I will do whatever 
you say. I am today more conscious than - 
ever of the need of the effort to gain indus- 
trial and social equality with men, but. 
the time is short and the idea is old. I 
can foresee no enthusiasm—just be a dud. 
It would be a doubtful gamble whether 
votes would be changed one way or ai- 
other. Yet I will do whatever you say 


in gratitude. 


Mavupr Sarres. 
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Omaha Bee-News, 


Arthur Brisbane; in 


192 


Democratic 
Resolutions Com- 


American Men? 


Omaha, Nebraska, 


for en- 
June 25, 1982. 


dorsement of a law 

to tax heavily “all 
money any American girl shall pay to any 
foreigner for marrying her.” | 


It came from a man, Royal’ Stevens, 


Pennsylvania, who wants “foreigners: to 


respect our American girls just as we do.” 
It followed a Feminist demand for 
Equal Rights. Muna Lee of the National 


Woman’s Party declared the Republicans ‘ 
turned down Equal Rights for worflen, 
| but declared for them for negroes. | 


waiting at 
the same door, rep- 
resentatives of the 
National Woman’s 
Party clamored. for 
the Equal Rights - or Susan B, Anthony 
Amendment, declaring that it will prove 


Will Benefit Nation 


Chicago Herald 
and Examiner, 
June 15, 1932. 


a basis for economic and industrial jus- — 


tice to women that will inevitably im- 
— the lot of the entire nation. 


| "HE ‘action of 
“Simply ‘the Democrats: 
Astounded” following Repub- 


lican convention 
precedent and mak- 

ing no mention 
: whatever in the 


Pittsfield 
Eagle, 
2, 


Equal Rights for 
women has left American women “simply 
astounded,” according’ to Mrs. Iris Cal- 
derhead Walker of the Woman’ 
Party. 


Mrs. Walker, who has 


in the Equal Rights movement, is the — 


widow of John Brisben Walker, noted 
magazine editor. She said: 


“The National Woman’s Party, and, I 


am sure, all the women of America are_ 


at a loss to understand why the Demo- 
crats made this glaring omission. Our 
plank was placed before the Resolutions 


Committee in Chicago by Muna Lée, our 


Director of National Activities, and I my- 
self discussed it with Senators Harrison, 
Hull and Wheeler before they left Wash- 
ington for the convention. 


“Apparently the Democrats have just 
ignored it and women’s rights in general. 
Hasn’t anyone ever told them that every 
public man who has backed Equal Rights 
for women has succeeded ?” | 


The plank advocated by the N ational : 


Woman’s Party pledged Democratic sup- 


port to “Equal Rights and equal oppor” 


tunity for men and women. ” 


-BRORE the. 


mittee Friday was United Pr 


Washington, 


were women. 


_ Star, 
Ju une 24. 1932.. 


“a party platform of 


‘Both Platforms. 


July 1, 1932. 


Plank Presented AA 
Washington, 


Comment 


More Than a OMEWHERE in 
Fifth Are the United 
Women States there is a 


er, woman teéle- 
phone lineman, nine 
women blacksmiths 
“seven 
women, bootblacks. 
‘These unsual occupations for women 
are listed by the Census Bureau in a fe- 


June 28, 1932. 


\port’on the employment of all persons 


ten years old or older, The report also. 
lists 95 women lumbermen,. 50 carpen- 


ters, 1,546 paperhangers, 3 plasterers, 1 
stonecutter, 17 railroad conductors, 685: 


detectives, 11 veterinaries and 87 hunters, 


| ‘trappers and guides, 


Of the 48,829,920 persons gainfully’ em- 
ployed in 1930, 22 per Cent, or 10 —. 


Lower Plane Resolutions 


Committee there 
rested a Feminist 
demand for Equal 
Rights. And on this | 
score Muna 


Fort Worth (Tea.) 


Woman’s Party, pointedly recounted he 
experience with the Republicans That 


women, she said, but wags them for 
negroes. | 


“And. we -were » told, ‘added, “that 


‘ the party didn’t. want to go on record as 


placing women and negroes on the same 
footing. Therefore it left women on the 
lower plane.” 


EITHER the 
Unsatisfactory 
Danbury Times, 


Danbury, Conn., form satisfies the 


National Woman’s 
Party “so far as 


cerned.” Miss Maud Younger, Con- 


gressional chairman of the organization, 
issued a statement, saying: 


“Both parties have learned not to link 


_ women with children, but neither is will- 


ing to treat women as adults by giving 
them an equal status before we law ee 
other adult 


Equal Rights 


present- 
ed yesterday the. 


Star, | 
the National Wom- 
1982, an’s Party pledging 
the» support of the 


riainoceetts Party that “men and wemen 
. shall have Equal Rights throughout the 
United States and every place subject to 
its jurisdiction,” and recommending to 


woman street clean- 


June 6, 1982. 


Democratic nor 
the Republican plat- 


women are con- 


plank proposed by 


the “that: the nations of the 


world be invited into a treaty for the. : 
same purpose. Her plea was supported — 
by Mrs. Bertha M. Delin, a Chicago law- " 
yer, and Mrs. Caroline G. (Leo Har- 


_ low of Washington and ew: 


Mrs. Harlow said: 

“More than three-quarters of a century 
ago American women began the Equal 
Rights movement in the United States. 
The first Equal Rights convention was 


held in-1848. In 1932 these same rights, 
excepting the franchise, still remain to 
be won. The National Woman’s Party is 
now carrying forward the fight for 


plete freedom undertaken in 1848. The 
laws of our country still impose disabili- 
ties tpon women. Many of our laws bear 


_ witness to the need of Equal Rights. In 
Georgia the earnings of a married woman 


still belong to her husband. In New 
Mexico and Nevada, all property acquired 


after marriage by the industry of hus: 


band or wife is their common property ” 
Alice Paul Betote HEN, there is 
“Unjust & Alice Panl. At 
heart of Geneva 

fine hotel called 
Hotel de Russle (a 
 preRevolution 
name, and by the way the Soviet delega- 


party turned down Equal. Rights. for. “tion puts-up at the “British Pension”). 


On the front of this fashionable hotel is 
a sign with big letters—easily read a 
block away—National Woman’s Party 6f 
the United States, on Interna: 
tional Relations. . 

It was during these hours 


_ that we went over and called, and there 


in a large, ground-floor room met ‘Alice 
Paul. If she were not so young looking, 
I should refer to her as a veteran in the 
suffrage cause. Her record was written 


_ in Washington and in Heaven in the days 


when. the “battle for women’s suffrage 
waxed hottest. What is she doing in 
Geneya?. Backed up by some of the finest 


women in the world (of many nations), — 


she is doing what the woman was doing 
before the door of the “unjust judge’— 
imploring the League of Nations, when 


j the code is: made, to tolerate no inequali- 


ties based on sex. 
- The Woman’s Party is also asking that 
the United States make as a reservation, 


1 ISS MUN A { if it enter the World Court, that the code — 
of laws shaJl not contain inequalities 


based on sex. This had better be granted 
quick lest women demand superiority 
based on character. | 
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